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THE EL DORADO  
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COURTHOUSE 

 

 
On Thursday October 9, 1902. a blazing gunfight erupted on 
 the courthouse square in downtown  El Dorado Arkansas. 

On one side was City Marshal Guy B. Tucker, his friend Constable Harrison 
Dearing and other supporters.    On the other side were four of the Parnell 

 brothers, part of a family of local business men and farmers. 
The gunfight grew out of a complicated series of events that included  

a romantic triangle and an argument over a sidewalk. 
Three men died that day and it sparked a long running feud in Union County. 

 
Jim’s Great Aunt Rebecca Ann Jones Parnell was the mother of the  

four brothers….He will present the story from the Parnell point of view! 
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